88	JAMES ANTHONY FROUDE
boxes were empty, who had done nothing useful all their
lives, and had subsisted by begging and stealing. These
were ordered to stand aside till the rest of us had been dis-
posed of.
The saloon passengers were taken next. Most of them,
who had nothing at all to show, were called up together,
and were asked what they had to say for themselves.
A well-dressed gentleman who spoke for the rest, said that
the whole investigation was a mystery to him. He and his
friends had been born to good fortunes, and had found
themselves on entering upon life, amply provided for. They
had never been told that work was required of them,
either work with their hands or work with their heads—
in fact, work of any kind. It was right, of course, for the
poor to work, because they could not honestly live other-
wise. For themselves, they had spent their time in amuse-
ments, generally innocent. They had paid for everything
which they had consumed. They had stolen nothing, taken
nothing from any man by violence or fraud. They had
kept the commandments, all ten of them, from the time
they were old enough to understand them. The speaker,
at least, declared that he had no breach of any command-
ment on his own conscience, and he believed he might say
•as much of his companions. They were superior people,
who had been always looked up to and well spoken of, and
to call upon them to show what they had done was against
reason and equity.
'Gentlemen,' said the chief official. We have heard this
many times; yet as often as it is repeated we feel fresh
astonishment. You have been in a world where work is
the condition of life. Not a meal can be had by any man

